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Council vote “Yes” for wind turbines - more planned
(Holderness Gazette 23.10.98 - reprinted with permission)

Hard on the heels of the news that
licences for between 15 and 30 wind
turbines at Roos have just been
granted, comes the decision by
Welwick Parish Council on Tuesday
night to approve the Eastfield Farm
proposals to build 13 turbines between
Hollym and Welwick.

Three councillors voted for the
turbines, with two against. The turbines
at Qutstray Farm on Sunk Island were
rejected. The Gazette understand the 3
councillors who voted in favour of the
turbines were Mr M McNaught, Mr
Henry Baker and Mrs W G Clappison,
those against Mr Andrew Gray and Mr
Mark Brankley, the Chairman.

Mr Brankley was contacted by the
Gazette who said he was unable to
comment on the meeting until the
official minutes had been printed. Clir
Clappison said “No comment™ as soon
as the Gazette identified itself, without
asking the nature of the call.

The licences for Roos were those
awarded 1n the latest round of projects
for renewable energy contracted under
the fifth Non-Fossil Fuel Obligation
(NFFO-5) published on Monday by
Energy Industry Minister John Battle.

The Roos development by National
Wind Power Ltd is contracted to supply
22.25 Megawatts of electricity, which
is more than twice the amount of power
which would be generated by the
proposed 13 turbines at Eastfield Farm
in Hollym.

John Ainslie, Development Manager
for National Wind Power Ltd for
Scotland and the North-East, said the
NFFO-5 licences ensured that if

planning consent for the turbines was
granted, the development companies
had the assurance that the electricity
generated could be sold into the
National Grid System.

“We were granted permission for an
anemometer two years ago and we will
now look at starting the Environmental
Assessment at the end of this year,”
said Mr Ainslie. “At the moment we
cannot be specific about the size or
number of turbines; there could be
between 15 and 30 of them, depending
on the size recommended.”

Nick Jackson, spokesman for SHOWT
(South Holdermess Opposes Wind
Turbines) said that based on the
information he had on the capacity of
the proposed turbines at Hollym, to
generate 22.25 Mw of power from 15
turbines, the Roos contract would
demand 1.5 Mw turbines which would
be 330 feet tall (those proposed for
Eastfield Farm at Hollym are 252 feet
tall for comparison) and have the
sweep of a jumbo jet.

Mr Ainslie said that he believed eight
local farming families would benefit
from the Roos site. It is understood that
for each turbine the landowner receives
£3,500 each year. One anemometer is
currently situated on land owned by
the Grant family in Roos.

Welwick, Patrington, Holmpton and
Withernsea are voting on the Hollvm
plans, at the request of residents from
cach of these neighbouring parishes
who would be affected by the wind
turbines.

Hollym are holding a special meeting
on Monday 26 October, Patrington will

discuss the plans on 9 November,
Withernsea on Monday 26 October,
and Holmpton is hoping to have a
meeting one day next week.

The Minister, Mr Battle, said: “The
NFFO-5 order accelerates the
Government's new drive to develop
renewable energy sources. Demand
from consumers for green energy is
growing and I want to do all I can to
make sure this demand is met.”

The NFFO obligation requires public
electricity suppliers in England and
Wales to purchase electricity from
generators using renewable sources of
energy, of which wind power is one.
Hydro-electric power and the recycling
of municipal and industrial waste are
other processes which will produce
renewable energy .

Recent reports in a national newspaper
suggest that a bid 1s being made to stop
ministerial plans to increase “green
energy’”.

Another of the record 261 projects to
generate renewable energy is proposed
at Barmston, again by Wind Prospect
Ltd, who have listed Fraisthorpe as the
site of a wind farm which, if planning
permission is granted, will produce
10.43 Mw of power.
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sources. The proposal to install wind
turbines in Roos was approved in
principle in the fifth batch of licences
to be granted - NFFOS.

The obligation to promote the use of
renewable energy sources is passed on
by government to electricity supply
companies and to local authorities.

East Riding

The East Riding of Yorkshire Council
is the local planning authority with the
responsibility for granting or refusing

consent to planning applications.

The East Riding is currently reviewing
its planning projection for the former
Holderness area. In accordance with
government requirements, the review
includes specific policies on wind
turbines. (See next page.)

The Council has conflicting duties. It
has to support the use of renewable
energy resources - including wind
turbines - but also has to protect the
environment - from unacceptable
intrusion by wind turbines.

The contact officer on wind turbines is
Mr David Cox,
Planning Department,

a public enquiry is needed only for a
conventional power station.

(This matter may have been clarified
by the time of our public meeting.)

The Parish Council

National Wind Power will no doubt
eventually submit to the East Riding
of Yorkshire Council a planning
application for wind turbines in Roos.
The application will be passed to
(among other bodies) Roos Parish
Council for comment.

No parish council has power to grant
or refuse planning consent - that is for
the East Riding as planning authority.
A parish council can only give an
informed local comment.

A parish council comment can, of
course, either support or oppose an
application. If it decides to oppose, the
grounds for opposition must be on
planning grounds. Personal wishes are
not sufficient, whether they are the
parish council’s wishes or those of
residents at large.

Opposition on planning grounds has
best chance of success if it invokes the
criteria of the East Riding's policies
already adopted. (See next page.)

Country Guardian

Country Guardian is the name of a
nationwide organisation working to
oppose the spread of wind turbines. It
publishes a strcam of material, some
in booklet form, all of it thorough and
well-researched - though naturally
one-sided. The address is :

Country Guardian,

National Campaign Against

Wind Turbines,

Aubrey House, Riverside,

Twickenham. TW1 3DS

Phone : 0181 - 892 -4211.

SHOWT

SHOWT - South Holderness Opposes
Wind Turbines - started in Hollym but
has members in other parishes. It was
set up last July at a meeting in
Hollym. Invitations had been sent to
local councils and residents from areas
near potential sites. Five members of
Roos Parish Council attended.

SHOWT has been active trying to
extend its membership and gathering
useful data, some of it from Country
Guardian. Letters and other material
have been printed in the Gazette - e.g.
from Mr Nick Jackson of Hilltop
Farm, Hollym. (See previous page.)












