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Meanwhile, as was mentioned in the last ‘Rooster’, the digging
of ditches to accommodate the new land drains has revealed some
unexpected human remains. In addition to the fragments of three
skeletons already passed to the police for examination, two bags
of further bits and pieces have been collected - fragments of
bones from apparently a number of different bodies. They were
discovered cluttered together quite near to the surface.

In immediate charge of the work on site is Mr. Ron Bryant of
Bannister Street, Withernsea, seen below holding the battered
remains of a recently-uncovered skull. Mr. Bryant says that a
feature of these remains is that many show signs of mutilation.
The obvious inference is that the bodies either suffered a violent
death or were damaged before or during burial.

Section of the exposed wall photographed in mid-June

Work is nearing completion in the unconsecrated part of Roos
churchyard. the two main tasks have been the drainage of this
low-lying area and the uncovering and restoration of the ancient
retaining wall to the south.

Mr. Bryant holding .\'uH

Until the police and their scientific specialists provide an offi-
cial report no one can say how old these relics are, though they
appear to be very ancient. One can only guess as to how they
came to be left in unconsecrated ground where there is no record
of official burials.

Were they victims of the plague - perhaps as early as the Black
Death in the 14th century? It is known that Black Death victims
do lie in some local churchyards - at Welwick, for instance. Com-
munities infested by the plague had to get rid of corpses quickly.
Does this account for the condition of the remains found at Roos?
Were the bodies plague-infested corpses hurriedly and forcibly
crammed together into a shallow common grave? Relatives or

Kim Storey, one the the team, cleans up a section of the wall












